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Pendleton's Country Market
John and Karen Pendleton

Kansas City and Lawrence, the farm is nestled in the rich Kaw River Valley. Owners, John and Karen Pendleton have joined with the Good
Natured Family Farms to sell cut flowers to 20 Ball's Hen House and Price Chopper stores.

John's father, Albert, started farming the present day homestead in 1951, with John and Karen taking over the business in the late 1970s, focusing
on cattle and feed crops. After the recession of the early 80’s, along with several years of drought, high summer temperatures, and low grain and
beef prices, the family started to look for alternative crops that would add some income to the farm.

The Pendleton’s first “alternative” crop was asparagus. They continue to grow asparagus to this day, harvesting off 20 acres each April and May.
They are one of a very few pick-your-own asparagus farms in the country. They soon added greenhouses to raise hydropoic tomatoes and
bedding plants, and also started growing more vegetables in the fields. The flower fields came on gradually, but have become a major part of the
Pendleton farm during the past 20 years.

Much of the farm’s diversification grew through customer demand and ideas. "Folks came out and bought their ten or twenty pounds of asparagus
and asked, 'What else can | buy,' so we figured we'd better come up with something," laughs Karen humbly. This led to expansion into other crops
that lengthen the selling season through late fall. "Being the first to have something for sale during a season has proved to be a selling advantage,"
Karen comments. Pendleton's product mix include rhubarb, peonies and other early vegetables in May, along with hydroponic tomatoes from the
hoop house and bedding plants from the greenhouse. Throughout the summer, a range of vegetables and flowers are harvested and sold on the
farm or taken to the Lawrence Farmers' Market, a market the Pendletons have participated in for twenty-seven years.

The flower field at Pendleton’s Country Market is filled with the flowers you might remember in your grandmother’s garden. Black-eye-Susans,
zinnia, and celosia (cockscomb) are staples of the garden with sunflowers, lisianthus, feverfew, and statice filling in throughout the season.
Although not certified organic, the Pendletons do not spray insecticides in the flower fields. The family uses only beneficial insect controls in their
greenhouses and fields, to protect against the damaging bugs, and pick the flowers as they first open in order to allow the petals to open unharmed
in the barn.

The Pendletons gave up cattle completely in 1988 to focus more on the Country Market business (the cattle feedlot is now the customer parking
lot). They hire about 20 part-time people to help during the spring and summer season, mostly local college students. The farm was severely
damaged in 2006 by a microburst, the storm destroying or damaging most every structure and vehicle on the farm. After the storm, over 300
friends, and volunteers came out to help clean up the debris, and help the family get their spring season started that year. “We will be forever
indebted to all the people who helped us after the storm, they really kept our business from complete ruin,” said Karen.

Karen credits the success of Pendleton's Country Market to their family's willingness to try new things, adapt to change and strong work ethic. "It is
hard to be all things required for this business -- grower, marketer, salesperson, bookkeeper -- especially during busy times," explains Karen. This
year finds the Pendletons with more changes. Their youngest will be heading off to college this fall, leaving the couple empty nesters. "We will
have two kids away to college, but our oldest has graduated, and is teaching elementary school here in Lawrence. It has been great to have her
and her husband live close by, and she continues to work on the farm during the summers.

In an effort to help market locally produced foods, plants, and flowers, Karen has produced the Lawrence Area Horticulture Farm Guide for over 20
years. This guide is a directory of local farms that sell from their farm, at farmers’ markets, or by appointment. Several years ago Karen worked to
obtain grant money to create a website with the same information. If you are interested in locating producers in the Lawrence area, you can now
visit: www.growinglawrence.org.

The couple recently received a "Pioneer in Local and Organic Food” Award for their ongoing promotion of local agriculture. The Pendleton’s have
also received the “Farm Family of the Year” by the Kansas Farm Bureau, and the “Agricultural Innovators of the Year” by the Kansas Department of
Agriculture.

You expect that a family that grows flowers would also have a lot of butterflies. The Butterfly Bio-Villa at Pendleton’s Country Market is a place
where your family can walk in the fall, with the butterflies, and learn about metamorphosis. It serves a dual purpose during the winter, spring, and
summer as a high tunnel greenhouse to grow lettuce, spinach, and flowers.

The idea for a Butterfly Bio-Villa was born when the Pendleton’s son, Will, won the State 4-H Entomology Project Award. He wanted to do
something more with the entomology project, and continue with the educational aspects of the project. The family estimates there can be a few
hundred butterflies in the house at any one time. They collect butterflies from their flower and vegetable gardens, and stock the Bio-Villa with only
native butterflies.

“People don’t know the insects in their own backyards,” said Will Pendleton. “They can come out here, learn about the butterflies that are around
them everyday, and then have a better understanding of the relationships in nature.”

The Butterfly Bio-Villa will be open everyday from August 8th until a hard frost or freeze. The Pendleton family has put together a brochure
describing the different types of butterflies, along with their host plants and life cycle habits. A $2 per person charge helps to cover the expenses of
the Bio-Villa. Families are invited out to the Butterfly Bio-Villa at any time, and large groups can be accommodated by appointment. The
Pendleton’s can also provide educational programs to school, scout and other groups that include butterfly identification, metamorphosis, and
tagging of Monarchs for the Monarch Watch Program.



